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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

HONORING JEAN PICKER
FIRSTENBERG, AMERICAN FILM
INSTITUTE

HON. NANCY PELOSI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 1, 2007

Ms. PELOSI. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in tribute to a great American pioneer, Jean
Picker Firstenberg, the outgoing President and
CEO of the American Film Institute. Her 27-
year tenure has marked AFI as one of Amer-
ica’s greatest national cultural and educational
resources. Under Jean Picker Firstenberg’s vi-
sionary leadership, AFI has fulfilled its mission
of excellence in screen education and the rec-
ognition and celebration of excellence in the
art of film, television and digital media.

From the moment she joined AFI in 1980,
Firstenberg was effective from the start, ac-
quiring an 8-acre campus in Los Angeles, and
accrediting the AFI Conservatory through the
National Association of Schools of Art and De-
sign.

In the 1980s, Firstenberg incorporated tele-
vision and video into AFI's work, and estab-
lished the AFI Los Angeles International Film
Festival, AFl FEST, which has become a
world-renowned annual event.

In the 1990s, she embraced the digital revo-
lution, starting with the AFI-Apple Computer
Center for Film and Videomakers, and adding
the AFI Media and Technology division, the
AFI Digital Content Lab, and Virtual AFl Web
sites (AFl.com, AFIFEST.com, and SIL
VERDOCS.com.

Firstenberg has brought the art and science
of storytelling to children through the AFI K-12
Screen Education Center that utilizes the ad-
vantages of digital and Internet technology to
teach core subjects in America’s schools, and
to the general public through the AFI Show-
case at the Disney-MGM Studios Theme Park
in Orlando, Florida that depicts AFI programs
and projects to millions of guests each year.

Firstenberg has celebrated the diverse tal-
ents and creativity of American filmmakers in
the innovative AFI’'s 100 Years . . . 100 Mov-
ies series she began in 1998. Millions of
Americans have revisited old favorites and dis-
covered new classics with the AFI series,
which includes 100 Years . .. 100 Stars
(1999), 100 Years . . . 100 Laughs (2000),
100 Years . . . 100 Thrills (2001), 100 Years
. . . 100 Passions (2002), Years . . . 100 He-
roes & Villains (2003),100 Years . .. 100
Songs, (2004), 100 Years . . . 100 Quotes
(2005), and 100 Years 100 Cheers
(2006).

Another milestone, reached in 2003, was
the opening of the AFI Silver Theatre and Cul-
tural Center in Silver Spring, MD, a state-of-
the-art center for the moving image arts. It
hosts SILVERDOCS, a film festival for aspiring
documentary filmmakers, and anchors a revi-
talized community.

Firstenberg has continually embraced new
media and blazed a trail for others to follow.

She is rightfully proud of 27 years of funding
the Directors Workshop for Women. Most of
the women directors working in the film indus-
try today come from this program.

As she prepares to take leave of her day-
to-day responsibilities at AFI, she will continue
her service in her capacity as a lifetime trustee
and through her legacy as a mentor, entre-
preneur and role model. She will do so with
the love and support of her family, particularly
her daughter, Debra and her husband Michael
Kusma, and their children Rachel, Sarah, and
Christopher; her son Doug, his wife Suzanne,
and their children Samantha, Drew, and Lindy;
and her brother David Picker, and his wife,
Sandy. Firstenberg’s commitment to excel-
lence and ethics in filmmaking is best cap-
tured by her AFI Conservatory graduates who
describe her this way: “She has made AFI a
place committed to the notion that television
and film are more than commerce or tech-
nology—they are our investment in the future;
in fact, our legacy. That we are to be held re-
sponsible for the images we perpetuate in the
culture. And that one institute would take on
the task of encapsulating the hard truths and
dreams of a nation by preparing the story-
tellers of its future.”

Madam Speaker, | ask the Congress of the
United States to recognize the vision, talent
and contributions that Jean Picker Firstenberg
has made to enrich our cultural heritage and
to encourage future generations to capture the
imagination and innovation of the American
people.

———

IN HONOR OF THE 85TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE BOROUGH OF
FRANKLIN LAKES, NEW JERSEY

HON. SCOTT GARRETT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 1, 2007

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Madam
Speaker, tomorrow, the people of Franklin
Lakes, New Jersey and their neighboring com-
munities throughout Bergen County will cele-
brate the 85th anniversary of the Borough. A
full day of rides, demonstrations, music, and
great carnival food will mark the birthday cele-
bration, which culminates in a fireworks dis-
play.

From as far back as the 17th Century, peo-
ple have been drawn to this picturesque area.
The Lenape Indians first traveled here to fish
and make winter camp. Later as Dutch settlers
pushed west, they, too, made what we now
know as Franklin Lakes their home.

In 1876, the Walker Atlas shows that the
community had grown from its first business—
Daniel Youman’s Grist Mill on Franklin Lake—
to a thriving community of shops, schools,
mills, hotels, and about 100 residences. In
years to follow, rail and road expansion would
bring even more people to the Franklin Lakes
area. And, in 1922, Franklin Lakes officially in-
corporated, detaching itself from Franklin

Township and electing its first Mayor, William
V. Pulis.

Between 1876 and 1980, Franklin Lakes
grew to a whopping 8,500 people. And, today,
nearly 10,500 people live there. Though it has
grown in size and stature, it has always main-
tained its sense of neighborly quiet. The sense
of friendship and community is evident in
every nook and cranny of Franklin Lakes. It is
my hope that the people of Franklin Lakes will
maintain this vision for another 85 years into
the future and then some, and | congratulate
them all on this milestone occasion.

———

TRIBUTE TO TEXAS STATE REP-

RESENTATIVE SENFRONIA
THOMPSON
HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, October 1, 2007

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to pay tribute to
a friend of mine, a maverick, a community vi-
sionary, a leader, and a true Texan who has
achieved an extraordinary milestone this year.

Senfronia Thompson set history this year by
becoming the first woman and the first African-
American legislator in the state of Texas to
serve for 34 years. This milestone is an ac-
complishment for all Texas women and all
Texas African-Americans.

In 1973, Senfronia Thompson was elected
to the Texas State House of Representatives
from Houston. She has continued to serve her
constituents in honor ever since. She now
ranks as the longest-serving woman and the
longest-serving  African-American in Texas
State legislature history.

| had the pleasure of serving beside
Senfronia Thompson, a native Houstonian and
a champion of civic participation, when we
were both freshman legislators together in
1973. It was an honor to serve with her then
and it is an honor for me to be able to cele-
brate her accomplishment today.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. STEPHANIE TUBBS JONES

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 1, 2007

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Madam Speaker, on
Thursday, September 27, 2007, | missed three
rollcall recorded votes due to unforeseen cir-
cumstances.

On rollcall vote No. 914, on a Motion to Ad-
journ, 1 would have voted “No.” On rollcall
vote No. 922, on a Motion to Recommit with
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Instructions, | would have voted “No.” On roll-
call vote No. 923, on Final Passage of the
Small Business Investment Expansion Act of
2007, | would have voted “Aye.”

———

TMA, ABSTINENCE EDUCATION,
AND QI PROGRAMS EXTENSION
ACT OF 2007

SPEECH OF

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 26, 2007

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, this bill allows
the extension of some important programs,
specifically Transitional Medical Assistance
and the Medicare Qualifying Individual Pro-
gram.

But it unfortunately ties these necessary
provisions to yet another ill-considered exten-
sion of the federal abstinence-only program.

Keeping federal abstinence-only programs
in the form they've taken for the past ten
years is an embarrassment to Congress, an
insult to taxpayers and a disservice to the
health of American young people.

We all support promoting abstinence as the
healthiest choice for young people. But the ab-
stinence-only programs we’ve been funding
are a mistake. They contain serious misin-
formation and, most importantly, are not effec-
tive in improving adolescent health.

In 2004 a report | released looked at feder-
ally-funded abstinence-only programs and
found that the vast majority of the most pop-
ular curricula had significant scientific and
medical errors. Kids were being taught that
HIV can be spread by tears and sweat, that
condoms don’t help protect against STDs, and
that pregnancy occurs one in every seven
times a couple uses condoms.

In 2006, GAO found that HHS still wasn’t re-
viewing the medical accuracy of curricula used
in the biggest federal abstinence-only pro-
grams. GAO also said there was no reliable
evidence that these programs improve partici-
pants’ health.

In 2007, HHS released the results of an
evaluation it had commissioned itself on the
effectiveness of federally-funded abstinence-
only programs. In this randomized, controlled
study—the gold standard of research—the ab-
stinence-only programs had no impact on
whether teens had sex. They had no impact
on the age of first sex. They had no impact on
the number of partners. And they had no im-
pact on rates of pregnancy or sexually trans-
mitted disease.

It's not surprising, in light of all this, that
eleven states have decided they’d rather not
receive federal abstinence-only money at all.

This program is broken. We’ve given absti-
nence-only programs one billion dollars in the
past decade. $500 million of that has been
through this program. And that doesn’t include
the matching money states have put in. And
for all that money, all we’ve been able to show
the taxpayers are glaring medical errors and
zero impact on adolescent health.

Language passed by the House in August
would have required programs to contain
medically accurate information; mandated that
programs be based on models proven effec-
tive in improving adolescent pregnancy, HIV,
or sexually transmitted disease rates; and
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given states the option of offering more com-
prehensive health information.

| want to be clear. | do not think we should
fund any abstinence-only programs. | don’t
think that we should be funding federal pro-
grams that are specifically premised on with-
holding crucial and age-appropriate health in-
formation from young people.

But | am heartened by Chairman DINGELL’s
statement that he will continue to fight for the
House changes, because | believe they will
move us closer to a responsible federal posi-
tion on sex education. | offer Mr. DINGELL my
full support in ensuring that federally-funded
programs actually improve the health and well-
being of American youth.

———

IN HONOR OF THE 125TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE HOUSE OF THE
GOOD SHEPHERD

HON. SCOTT GARRETT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 1, 2007

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Madam
Speaker, | rise today in honor of the 125th an-
niversary of The House of the Good Shepherd
retirement community in Hackettstown, New
Jersey. For over a century, this community
has provided seniors with a place to call
home.

In 1882, five Episcopal Congregations
founded The House with a 20-room rental
building in Orange, New Jersey, rented for the
sum of $400. Less than a decade later, they
had outgrown that building and a new home
was built in Orange housing three dozen
women. In the 1960s, they expanded their of-
fering to 175 residences on a wooded, 15—
acre site in Hackettstown. The Musconetcong
River and Stephens State Park offer a serene
and quiet atmosphere. And, the excellent staff
offer a loving and friendly environment for the
seniors who live there.

The House of the Good Shepherd is
equipped to offer its residents a variety of care
options from independent apartments to as-
sisted living suites to skilled nursing resi-
dences. It is an active community where sen-
iors to go live their golden years to the fullest.

This year's anniversary is somewhat bitter-
sweet for the residents of this community as
their Executive Director of more than ten years
has announced his retirement. Fred Heleine
has ministered to and served the needs of
these seniors admirably and with love and
compassion since 1995, and as he said in an-
nouncing his retirement to his extended family
of The House of the Good Shepherd, “I leave
The House with much gratitude for the privi-
lege of having been there.” | know that the
gratitude is mutual, and | join the community
in thanking Fred for his fine service.

This Sunday, at a gala celebration fitting of
such a momentous milestone, the residents
and staff of The House of the Good Shepherd
will be joined by members of the extended
community. To mark this special anniversary,
they will present their first annual “Distin-
guished Friend of The House” award to Clau-
dia  Conway, a longtime resident of
Hackettstown and supporter of The House.

Ms. Conway’s service has been remarkable,
particularly her participation on the Foundation
Advisory Council, and she was a natural
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choice for this first award. But her dedication
to The House not only speaks volumes of her
goodness and compassion, but also of the
worthiness of her cause. The House of the
Good Shepherd is a phenomenal community
and | wish it the best for another century of
service.

——————

HONORING GOLDY LEVI
HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 1, 2007

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to pay tribute to
a dear friend of mine, Goldy Levi, on his eight-
ieth birthday. Not only is Goldy Levi a wonder-
ful man who is greatly liked, he is an upstand-
ing citizen and a pillar of the Dallas commu-
nity. He is a true Texan who has achieved an
extraordinary milestone this year.

Longevity is a cause for celebration, espe-
cially when it has been accomplished with
such great ease. Goldy Levi has been a long
time Dallas resident and | am honored to be
blessed with his friendship. It is a true pleas-
ure for me to be able to celebrate this mile-
stone with him today.

———————

IN RECOGNITION OF MASTER WAN
KO YEE

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 1, 2007

Ms. LEE. Madam Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize Master Artist Wan Ko Yee, a distin-
guished scholar who resides in the 9th District
of California. His areas of expertise include lit-
erature, painting, sculpting, calligraphy, music,
martial arts, and traditional medicine. As a
professor at Auburn University, Master Yee is
a well renowned author, researcher, and phi-
losopher. He has created exceptional work ex-
hibited throughout the world. His work reflects
Buddhist themes and the ideas of tolerance
and peace between nations. He is recognized
as a pioneer in creating multi-colored sculp-
tures.

In 2003, the United States Congress dis-
played selected work from Master Yee during
an art exhibition held in the Gold Room in the
House Office Building. He has been recog-
nized by the Royal Academy of Arts of the
United Kingdom, and the Organization of
American States.

| commend Master Wan Ko Yee’s artistic
contributions and his efforts to promote peace
through the arts and cultural exchange.

TRIBUTE TO JOHN McCUE

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 1, 2007

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today with my colleague Representative MIKE
THOMPSON of California in honor of John
McCue, who is retiing as CEO of the non-
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profit organization Becoming Independent,
after 21 years of work on its behalf. Mr.
McCue has been hugely influential in estab-
lishing and expanding the programs that Be-
coming Independent offers, and this hard work
has been reflected by the remarkable success
of participants in the program.

Mr. McCue was born in Hartford, Con-
necticut, and received his Bachelor's degree
from California State University, Fullerton in
1971. He has 36 years of experience in dis-
ability services, and has a credential in adult
education. Mr. McCue joined Becoming Inde-
pendent in 1981 as a program director before
becoming CEO in 1986. In 1991 he received
his Master of Public Administration degree
from Sonoma State University.

During Mr. McCue’s tenure as CEO, Be-
coming Independent has dramatically ex-
panded the range of services available to per-
sons with disabilities in Sonoma County, while
retaining a high quality of service and satisfac-
tion among program participants. Becoming
Independent focuses on helping provide indi-
viduals with the skills they need to live fulfilling
lives through community living support serv-
ices, which enable individuals with disabilities
to live on their own with dignity and responsi-
bility. Vocational education is also a major em-
phasis in the organization, and with the assist-
ance of Becoming Independent’s employment
services, hundreds of participants have found
rewarding jobs all over Sonoma County. This
success has been reflected in the annual
gains they have charted in participant employ-
ment and earned wages.

In addition to his leadership at Becoming
Independent, Mr. McCue has been active in
local and state organizations, focusing on ben-
efiting individuals with disabilities. He has
been a longtime member of the California Re-
habilitation Association, and served as Chair
of the Board of Directors from 2004—2005. He
is also a board member of the Nonprofits In-
surance Alliance of California. He is active in
Sonoma County and beyond as a member of
the North Bay Housing Coalition, North Bay
Developmental Disabilities Services, and
Leadership Santa Rosa, among many others.

Madam Speaker, at this time it is appro-
priate that we thank John McCue for his many
years of service to the people of Sonoma
County and his work with Becoming Inde-
pendent. His leadership has been instrumental
in providing superb services to individuals with
disabilities to help them gain their independ-
ence.

——————

IN HONOR OF THE SERVICE OF
THE MEN AND WOMEN VOLUN-
TEERS AT THE RAMSEY AMBU-
LANCE CORPS

HON. SCOTT GARRETT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 1, 2007

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Madam
Speaker, | rise to pay tribute to the men and
women who volunteer their time, skills, and
energy to the people of Ramsey, New Jersey
through their dedicated service to the Ramsey
Ambulance Corps.

Since 1953, when the Ramsey Ambulance
Corps got its first ambulance and responded
to its first calls, the faithful volunteers of this
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organization have been an integral part of the
community. From its birth more than 50 years
ago, the Corps has blossomed to a strong and
steady group that today responds to more
than 1100 calls for help a year.

And, the Ramsey Ambulance Corps volun-
teers do far more than respond to calls for
ambulance assistance. They also loan impor-
tant medical equipment, like wheelchairs and
crutches, to people in need. They operate a
bike corps for special events. They train peo-
ple in emergency medical services, like CPR.
And, they help with important search and res-
cue efforts.

This weekend, | will join these fine public
servants and their neighbors at the dedication
of two new ambulances. One will be dedicated
to Mr. Lawrence R. Inserra, Sr. His family, a
pillar of the community, generously donated
the funds to purchase one of these new am-
bulances. The Inserra Family is in its third
generation running a local supermarket chain
of more than 20 stores in North Jersey and
nearby New York. They have used their
wealth to make North Jersey a better place to
work, live, and raise a family, including
through an endowed chair in Italian and Italian
American Studies at my alma mater, Montclair
State University.

The other will be dedicated to one of the
committed leaders of the Ambulance Corps,
Michael F. Adams. In addition to being a life
member of the Ramsey Ambulance Corps, the
Ramsey Police Reserve, and the Ramsey
Rescue Squad, he is also completing his thir-
ty-third term as the Borough of Ramsey’s
Emergency Management Coordinator. As a
CERT Program Manager and Instructor and
head of the Ramsey Citizen Corps Council, he
is one of the Borough’s leading advocates for
citizen preparedness.

| commend these fine citizens for their com-
mitment to their community and the example
of service that they demonstrate daily.

HONORING JOHN McCUE
HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 1, 2007

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise today with my colleague Rep-
resentative WOOLSEY in honor of John McCue,
who is retiring as CEO of the non-profit orga-
nization Becoming Independent, after 21 years
of work on its behalf. Mr. McCue has been
hugely influential in establishing and expand-
ing the programs that Becoming Independent
offers, and this hard work has been reflected
by the remarkable success of participants in
their programs.

Mr. McCue was born in Hartford, Con-
necticut, and received his Bachelor's degree
from California State University, Fullerton in
1971. He has 36 years of experience in dis-
ability services, and has a credential in adult
education. Mr. McCue joined Becoming Inde-
pendent in 1981 as a program director before
becoming CEO in 1986. In 1991 he received
his Masters in Public Administration from
Sonoma State University.

During Mr. McCue’s tenure as CEO, Be-
coming Independent has dramatically ex-
panded the range of services available to per-
sons with disabilities in Sonoma County, while
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retaining a high quality of service and satisfac-
tion among program participants. Becoming
Independent focuses on helping provide indi-
viduals with the skills they need to live fulfilling
lives through community living support serv-
ices, which enable individuals with disabilities
to live on their own with dignity and responsi-
bility. Vocational education is also a major em-
phasis in the organization, and with the assist-
ance of Becoming Independent’s employment
services, hundreds of participants have found
rewarding jobs all over Sonoma County. This
success has been reflected in the annual
gains they have charted in participant employ-
ment and earned wages.

In addition to his leadership at Becoming
Independent, Mr. McCue has been active in
local and state organizations, focusing on ben-
efiting individuals with disabilities. He has
been a longtime member of the California Re-
habilitation Association, and served as Chair
of the Board of Directors from 2004—2005. He
is also a board member of the Nonprofits In-
surance Alliance of California. He is active in
Sonoma County and beyond as a member of
the North Bay Housing Coalition, North Bay
Developmental Disabilities Services, and
Leadership Santa Rosa, among many others.

Madam Speaker, at this time it is appro-
priate that we thank John McCue for his many
years of service to the people of Sonoma
County and his work with Becoming Inde-
pendent. His leadership has been instrumental
in providing superb services to individuals with
disabilities to help them gain their independ-
ence.

——————

TRIBUTE TO SKIP RICH

HON. IKE SKELTON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 1, 2007

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, | would
like to take this moment to recognize the ex-
tensive career of Skip Rich. Mr. Rich spent
over 30 years serving Cole County as its Col-
lector of Revenue, but will retire on October 3,
2007.

Skip Rich was first appointed as collector in
1977, and he was re-elected to that position
every term thereafter. His record as collector
has been outstanding. He has presided over
notable increases in county collections and he
was instrumental in starting the Cole County
employee retirement system.

Skip Rich has also honorably served our
country in uniform. He is a Marine who served
a tour of duty in Vietnam and who later joined
the Missouri Army National Guard. In that po-
sition, he held the rank of command sergeant
major for over 14 years and received over
twenty awards and service medals.

Having devoted his life to public service, Mr.
Rich’s leadership will indisputably be missed.
He plans to spend his retirement traveling with
his wife, Eva, and spending time with his three
children and four grandchildren. | trust that
Members of the House will join me in wishing
Skip Rich and his family the best of luck in
their future endeavors.
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TRIBUTE TO NICHOLAS BENSON

HON. PATRICK J. KENNEDY

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 1, 2007

Mr. KENNEDY. Madam Speaker, | would
first like to acknowledge everything that the
National Heritage Fellowship has meant to this
country over the past 25 years. It has been a
vital inspiration for those who practice tradi-
tional arts and Americans owe so much of our
nation’s artistic diversity to the Fellowship.

| also speak today to honor the achieve-
ments of Nicholas Benson. In Rhode Island, a
place where there is no shortage of history,
the contributions of Mr. Benson'’s family stand
out for their beauty, charm and authenticity.
Mr. Benson oversees a stone carving shop
that has been in his family for three genera-
tions and has been operating continuously for
over three hundred years.

Thankfully, the contributions of Nicholas
Benson and his family have not been limited
to Rhode Island. From the Civil Rights Memo-
rial in Montgomery, Alabama to the World War
Il Memorial here in Washington, DC, his work
is a part of our history. In a country where so
much of our history is recorded through art, |
am reminded of something John Adams wrote
to his wife Abigail in 1780,

“I must study politics and war, that our sons
may have liberty to study mathematics and
philosophy. Our sons ought to study mathe-
matics and philosophy, geography, natural his-
tory and naval architecture, navigation, com-
merce and agriculture in order to give their
children a right to study painting, poetry,
music, architecture, statuary, tapestry and por-
celain.”

Nicholas, in producing three generations of
outstanding artists, your family has surpassed
even the dreams of John Adams himself. |
would like to congratulate you once again. It is
my hope that this fellowship allows you to fur-
ther your craft and to continue the work of
your family. You are an inspiration to us all.

—

IN HONOR OF BERGEN TECHNICAL
SCHOOL’S PARTNERSHIP WITH
STATE FARM TO PROMOTE SAFE
TEEN DRIVING

HON. SCOTT GARRETT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 1, 2007

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to commend the faculty,
staff, and students at Bergen Technical High
School who have partnered with State Farm to
promote safe teen driving.

Far too many young people lose their lives
senselessly to motor vehicle accidents, largely
because of their youth and inexperience be-
hind the wheel. In fact, 14 percent of all motor
vehicle deaths are teen drivers and car crash-
es is the number one killer of teens today.
State Farm has developed a phenomenal pro-
gram called Project Ignition, committed to re-
versing this trend and saving teens on the
road. This popular program partners with local
schools to develop ad campaigns to promote
safe driving in ways that really speak to young
people.

Bergen Technical High School is one of only
25 schools nationwide chosen to participate in
this program. Their visual graphic design pro-
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gram is creating a series of public service an-
nouncements for television, posters, and more
to speak to teens about the importance of
driving responsibly and safely. Streetwise, the
name of their program, promotes six character
education pillars—respect, responsibility, citi-
zenship, fairness, caring, and trust-
worthiness—in ways that really resonate with
their target audience.

Today, the participants in this innovative
program celebrated their work while trying to
break the Guinness Book of World Records
record for the longest message/graffiti scroll
using their Streetwise message. They will be
joined by fellow students from other Bergen
County High Schools and supportive parents
and citizens throughout the County. All of Ber-
gen County is proud of their efforts.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF VILLA JULIE COLLEGE

HON. JOHN P. SARBANES

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 1, 2007

Mr. SARBANES. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Villa Julie College in Ste-
venson, Maryland on its Founder’'s Day which
recognizes the accomplishments of the re-
markable women who helped establish the
College and honors those who have since
contributed and continue to contribute to Villa
Julie’s vitality.

Villa Julie has developed from a one-year
women’s secretarial college into a four-year,
co-educational liberal arts institution offering
career-focused Bachelor's and Master's de-
grees in a variety of programs. It has
transitioned from a local commuter college to
a regional residential institute of higher learn-
ing. Enrollment has increased more than 45
percent in 7 years; revenues have doubled
and the endowment has increased by more
than $11 million since 2000.

Today Villa Julie is Maryland’s third largest
independent college and it has earned rec-
ognition as a “best value” by several national
news sources including U.S. News and World
Report which ranked it in the top quarter for its
classification. Villa Julie’s distinct approach of
blending liberal arts with a career focus con-
tinues to attract terrific students from around
the region. Students have benefited signifi-
cantly from Career Architecture, an award-win-
ning process developed to assist them in
building a career plan based on individual val-
ues, skills, and interests. More than 70 per-
cent of incoming freshmen over the past six
years say the College’s reputation of preparing
students for rewarding careers was “very im-
portant” in their decision to attend.

As the College continues to expand, it has
stayed true to its mission of increasing access
to higher education. Student surveys indicate
that about 60 percent of Villa Julie students
are the first in their family to attend college.

Madam Speaker, Villa Julie is a special
place. The College, its founders and sup-
porters can take enormous pride in how it has
successfully adapted over time and in the dif-
ference it has made in the lives of so many in
this area. | take this opportunity on Founder’s
Day to congratulate Villa Julie for its commit-
ment to higher education over the past 60
years.

October 1, 2007

TRAVEL BAN ON SYRIAN ACTIVIST
RIAD SEIF

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 1, 2007

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
bring attention to the Syrian human rights ac-
tivist Riad Seif. Mr. Seif is a former Member
of Parliament and a prisoner of conscience
held by the Syrian Government, one of hun-
dreds like him who are prohibited from leaving
Syria to see family, pursue education, or seek
medical care. Mr. Seif desperately needs med-
ical attention and should be allowed to leave
Syria to seek this care.

| call upon the Syrian Government to imme-
diately lift the travel ban against Mr. Seif and
others who are prevented from leaving Syria
because of their stand for freedom and human
rights. Mr. Seif should be released to seek the
medical care that he so urgently needs.

———

IN HONOR OF THE MILL CREEK
FIRE COMPANY AND ITS LADIES’
AUXILIARY; HONORING: JOSEPH
H. MULLINS, SR., LAWRENCE
MERGENTHALER, AND CATH-
ERINE W. JENKINS

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE

OF DELAWARE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 1, 2007

Mr. CASTLE. Madam Speaker, it is with
great pleasure that | rise today to pay tribute
to the Mill Creek Fire Company and its Ladies’
Auxiliary for providing the people of Delaware
with 80 years of outstanding service. The im-
portance of emergency fire and medical serv-
ices within our communities cannot be under-
scored enough. | am proud to represent a
state that is home to such selfless and dedi-
cated firefighters, EMTs, and service volun-
teers as those at the Mill Creek Fire Company
here in Delaware.

The Mill Creek Fire Company was born from
a tradition of strong community involvement
and has kept that tradition alive through the
years. The fire company had its humble begin-
nings in the Social Room of the Marshallton
United Methodist Church back in 1927, when
seven community members each chipped in
one dollar to start the Mill Creek Fire Com-
pany Treasury. From that point on, it has
steadily grown into a pillar of strength within
the community. Residents within its 17 square
mile response district have come to rely on
the company not only for safety, but also for
the social role it plays in bringing the commu-
nity together. The Mill Creek Fire Company’s
unique, green fire trucks have become a
source of pride, and serve as a reminder of
the dedication and spirit which enable the
company to excel.

On this special anniversary, | would like to
recognize three individuals for their unprece-
dented dedication to the Mill Creek Fire Com-
pany; Joseph H. Mullins, Sr., Lawrence Mer-
genthaler, and Catherine W. Jenkins. They
have each put forth tremendous effort to make
the organization what it is today.

Joseph Mullins joined the company in 1938,
from which point he went on to serve as Chief
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for 25 years and president for two terms. Law-
rence Mergenthaler joined the company in
1953 and assumed the position of Chief after
Joseph Mullins in 1976. He has served sev-
eral terms on the board of directors and
among his many accomplishments, he was
voted to be a fireman of the year. Catherine
Jenkins was president of the Ladies’ Auxiliary
for 4 years, served on the board of directors,
and still remains active in many community or-
ganizations.

This brief list of distinctions does not do
these honorees justice for all the hard work
and sacrifices they have made for the ends of
bettering our community. Their efforts will in-
spire others and | am happy to call attention
to the positive influence they have had
throughout Delaware and beyond.

| would also like to commend the Mill Creek
Fire Company and its Ladies’ Auxiliary for its
80 years of exceptional service. The bravery
and hard work of all those involved with this
outstanding fire company are responsible for
making Delaware a safer place to live.

——

TRIBUTE TO ROCKVILLE, MARY-
LAND AND PINNEBERG, GER-
MANY

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 1, 2007

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Rockville, Maryland and
Pinneberg, Germany on the 50th anniversary
of their outstanding “Sister City” relationship.

In 1983, the first official delegation from
Pinneberg visited Rockville, and participated in
a White House ceremony commemorating the
300th anniversary of German immigration to
the United States. Over the past 50 years, in-
dividuals and groups from both cities, includ-
ing police officers, students, politicians, sports
teams, choruses and concert bands, have par-
ticipated in exchanges that have left both
sides richer in knowledge and understanding.
| know these participants will never forget their
experiences and the lessons they have
learned from each other.

We here in Rockville and our friends in
Pinneberg should be proud that our cities
were among the first in the United States and
Germany to engage in this relationship, after
its proposal in 1956 by President Dwight D.
Eisenhower as part of a people-to-people cit-
izen diplomacy initiative. Our sister city rela-
tionship is a cornerstone of a program that for
many years has worked to achieve peace and
prosperity through cultural understanding and
exchange among countries all over the world.
Even during turbulent times, our two cities
have reached towards one another in friend-
ship and set an example for others to follow.

In celebration of this anniversary, a delega-
tion from Rockville, including its Mayor, Larry
Giammo, visited Pinneberg this past June.
This week, beginning on October 2nd, the City
of Rockville will formally welcome a 40-mem-
ber delegation from Pinneberg, including its
current Mayor. They will spend time with our
local elected officials, tour the City and other
sights in Maryland, dedicate a commemorative
plaque, and conclude the week’s festivities
with “An Evening of Celebration” in Rockville’s
new Town Center on October 7th.
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Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in honoring Rockville, Maryland and
Pinneberg, Germany for their meaningful and
productive collaboration over the past 50
years. We all look forward to another 50 years
of friendship between these two great cities.

———

TRIBUTE TO CORPORAL DAVID
McCONNELL

HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 1, 2007

Mr. SHUSTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor Corporal David McConnell of
Altoona, Pennsylvania. CPL McConnell is cur-
rently serving in Iraq as part of the United
States Marine Corps. He has served our coun-
try since 2005 when he first enlisted in the
Marine Corps.

Corporal McConnell was deployed to Iraq
on December 31, 2006, initially serving as an
Infantryman. He was stationed in Fallujah as
part of the Regimental Combat Team 6 Secu-
rity Platoon, where he acted as convey secu-
rity. Promoted to corporal in August, McCon-
nell is currently stationed in Fallujah to provide
protection services for the team directing lead-
er engagement with Iragi diplomats.

A dedicated and enthusiastic leader, Cor-
poral McConnell is committed to furthering the
cause he believes so much in. He is proud of
the work of his unit and believes that the con-
tributions and sacrifices they have made are
well worth it to be able to assist in expanding
freedom in Iraq.

I'd like to take this opportunity to thank and
recognize David and the rest of our troops for
their efforts in serving our military. He and his
unit should be very proud of the work they are
doing in Iraq and the sacrifices they have
made for their country. Their courage and de-
votion do not go unnoticed, and they are all in
our thoughts and prayers for a safe return
home.

TRIBUTE TO JEFF PIGEON, WIBC,
INDIANAPOLIS

HON. MIKE PENCE

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 1, 2007

Mr. PENCE. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor an icon of the Indiana airwaves, Jeff Pi-
geon. After serving Hoosiers for 27 years at
WIBC in Indianapolis, IN, Jeff bid a bittersweet
farewell this morning during his final broad-
cast.

Jeff Pigeon has never been anything but up-
beat and positive and for nearly 20 years on
the WIBC Morning News and that is how he
helped Hoosiers wake up and start their day.
It's hard to imagine WIBC or Indiana without
him.

Jeff’s energy touched the hearts of Hoosiers
far beyond Indianapolis as people in Muncie,
Anderson, Columbus, New Castle and areas
throughout Indiana cherish Jeff and his ebul-
lient personality.

His heart for people stretched beyond the
airwaves and is attested to by his work for
Crossroads Rehabilitation Center, Gleaners
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Food Bank and the Indianapolis Police Depart-
ment.

Jeff Pigeon started working at WIBC in 1981
as host of the 7 p.m.—midnight shift. He took
over the morning drive-time show in 1988.

His radio background stretches across the
country, from stations in Minneapolis, Denver
and Chicago. An espouser of Midwestern val-
ues, Jeff graduated from the University of Illi-
nois before launching his radio career.

Hoosiers of Eastern Indiana congratulate
Jeff Pigeon on 27 great years of service to our
State and a voice they have come to know,
respect and love. He will be greatly missed.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS AND ACHIEVEMENTS OF
MASSACHUSETTS GOVERNOR
JANE SWIFT

HON. JOHN W. OLVER

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 1, 2007

Mr. OLVER. Madam Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize the contributions and achievements of
Massachusetts Governor Jane Swift, a woman
whose record of leadership in our State is
matched by few.

When Jane Swift became Chief Executive of
Massachusetts in April 2001, she became the
first woman Governor of the Bay State, one of
only five women Governors at the time, and
one of only 19 women Governors in history.
These numbers are far too low, and Governor
Swift deserves credit for being a trailblazer
and an inspiration to what hopefully will turn
out to be many more women chief executives
in the future.

During her tenure, Governor Swift oversaw
a budget that had reached the $23 billion
mark, directed 13 cabinet agencies and exec-
utive divisions, and enacted numerous re-
forms. In policymaking as well as in example,
she established herself as an advocate for
women and families. Her efforts on behalf of
foster children and working parents garnered
praise across the political spectrum. And,
when Governor Swift delivered twin girls while
in office, she achieved yet another remarkable
first.

Also while in office, Governor Swift contin-
ued her work as a strong supporter of the cul-
tural development of our State, which included
championing the Massachusetts Museum of
Contemporary Art. Her efforts to bolster Mass
MoCA continue to be greatly appreciated by
everyone who cares about the economic de-
velopment of the north Berkshires.

Governor Swift counts 12 total years of offi-
cial public service in her career. Elected to the
Massachusetts State Senate at age 25, she
was the youngest-ever woman member of the
legislature. She also has spent many more
years personally working in her community to
create opportunity and improve the quality of
life for local residents.

Today, Governor Swift serves on a number
of key boards and steering committees, includ-
ing the board of the Williamstown Elementary
School Endowment and the Community Out-
reach Board of Mass MoCA. She remains ac-
tive in politics and is engaged in a wide variety
of public policy issues. Drawing on her diverse
experiences, Governor Swift shares her per-
spectives as a sought-after public speaker, im-
parting wisdom to and inspiring the next gen-
eration of women and men leaders.
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It is my honor to commend her years of
public service and pay tribute to Governor
Swift's enduring leadership. National Women’s
Business Week is an important occasion to
celebrate women leaders, and Governor Swift
has been a groundbreaker since the beginning
of her career. She is, indeed, a “Woman of
Achievement,” and | join the Northern Berk-
shire Business and Professional Women in
honoring her this month.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 1, 2007

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, | was un-
avoidably detained on September 24, 2007
and as a result | was not present to vote on
rollcall No. 893. Had | been present, | would
have voted “aye.”

———

H.R. 1400, THE IRAN COUNTER-
PROLIFERATION ACT OF 2007

SPEECH OF

HON. TOM UDALL

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 25, 2007

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker,
the Iranian government continues to defy the
international community in its pursuit of nu-
clear weapons. In the past, it denounced
United Nations Security Council Resolutions
imposing sanctions as “illegal” and “invalid.”
And just this week, Iranian President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad spoke before the U.N.
General Assembly and announced that the nu-
clear issue in Iran was closed.

It is obvious to all of us that Iran’s nuclear
development programs are a concern for our
Nation. Our Nation’s security would be greatly
affected by Iranian control over any nuclear
weapons. However, we must not forget that, in
addition to its disregard for the international
community, the regime in place has abhorrent
civil liberties and human rights practices within
Iran. In the past 5 years, hundreds of news-
papers have been closed, hundreds of pro-re-
form websites have been blocked, and innu-
merable people have been unjustly impris-
oned. Just this year, Dr. Haleh Esfandiari, an
Iranian-American, was jailed for months for
unsubstantiated accusations that she was try-
ing to set up networks of Iranians to start a
revolution to bring down the government. In
fact, she has long been an advocate for build-
ing bridges between the United States and the
Middle East. While Dr. Esfandiari has been re-
leased, countless others have not, and it is
clear that we must work to stop these base-
less and ruthless actions.

While we address our ongoing concerns, we
must be vigilant in ensuring that the United
States works with the international community
and approaches the Middle East diplomati-
cally. As our Nation has learned, we must be
willing to do everything that is necessary to
protect our Nation and its people; however, we
must not preemptively strike other sovereign
nations because of incomplete and question-
able information. What we must all agree on
is that Iranian nuclear capability must continue
to be investigated, discussed, and debated—
throughout this Congress, the Nation, and the
world.
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Nonetheless, while we attempt to address
these situations diplomatically, these actions
must be backed by strong sanctions against
the regime in Tehran. It is with this knowledge
that | support H.R. 1400, the Iran Counter-Pro-
liferation Act of 2007. This legislation, first and
foremost, declares the support of diplomatic
and economic means to resolve the Iranian
nuclear situation, calls for enhanced U.N. Se-
curity Council efforts, and explicitly states that
nothing authorizes the use of force in Iran. Ad-
ditionally, the bill expands bilateral sanctions
against Iran, prohibits the Presidential waiver
of these sanctions, and increases oversight of
the Administration’s efforts.

While critics of this legislation may consider
these actions to be inflammatory, | instead see
it as a necessary and diplomatic step that
must be taken. Iran has long flouted its dis-
regard for the international community and it
must understand that it cannot pursue a nu-
clear weapons program and ignore inter-
national law without facing international polit-
ical and economic repercussions.

TRIBUTE TO LINDA CHAVEZ-
THOMPSON

HON. JOE BACA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 1, 2007

Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, on behalf of
the members of the Congressional Hispanic
Caucus, | rise today to honor Linda Chavez-
Thompson, executive vice president of the
AFL-CIO, on the occasion of her retirement.
Elected to this post in 1995, Chavez-Thomp-
son became the first woman and person of
color to be chosen for one of the federation’s

three highest offices.
As a second-generation American of Mexi-

can descent, Chavez-Thompson personifies
the American dream. Born in Lubbock, TX to
cotton  sharecroppers, Chavez-Thompson
toiled the fields to help supplement her fam-
ily’s income. After making 30 cents an hour
picking cotton, Chavez-Thompson rose
through the ranks of the labor movement, be-
ginning her career as a union secretary at the
local AFSCME chapter, the labor union to
which her father belonged.

In her capacity as executive vice president
of the labor federation, Chavez-Thompson has
worked tirelessly to strengthen State and local
labor movements and has served as a strong
voice on behalf of civil, human and immigrant
workers’ rights. She serves as vice-chair of
the Democratic National Committee, and
serves as the president of the Inter-American
Regional Organization of Workers, ORIT,
which is the Western Hemispheric arm of the
International Trade Union Confederation.

In retirement Chavez-Thompson will con-
tinue to pioneer new territory as the first AFL—
CIO Executive Vice President Emeritus. In this
capacity, she will continue to provide her lead-
ership to state and local labor councils and
communities throughout the country, and will
continue her important international work. Her
determined work on behalf of all workers, es-
pecially women, people of color, people with

disabilities and immigrants will continue.
In making this difficult decision to retire after

more than 40 years of service to the labor
movement, Chavez-Thompson expressed,
“You . . . have given me the opportunity of a
lifetime, which was to go where | never
dreamed | could go, and do more than | ever
dreamed | could do.”
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For lending her talents, passion and vision
to the effort of bringing justice to workers, we
are all thankful to Chavez-Thompson. She has
marched and spoken on behalf of those who
often labor without a voice and has inspired us
all to continue this important work for workers
across the world.

———

FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY AND THE
DEMOCRATIC RECORD

HON. JOHN M. SPRATT, JR.

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 1, 2007

Mr. SPRATT. Madam Speaker, on Friday,
Majority Leader STENY HOYER spoke to the
National Press Club regarding fiscal responsi-
bility and the Democratic record. | recommend
his speech to all of my colleagues.

The speech sets out the clear differences
between the current Administration’s harmful
fiscal policies and the strong track record of
fiscal responsibility that the current 110th Con-
gress has established. Indeed, the new House
majority has already passed and adhered to
the Pay-As-You-Go rule and passed a budget
resolution that returns to balance by 2012.

The speech also establishes some helpful
context for the Administration’s pending veto
threats on the appropriations bills. Most of the
funding difference consists of Congressional
efforts simply to restore harmful cuts proposed
by the President, and the rest of the difference
represents a responsible level of increase that
will enable us to fund key priorities. Our ap-
propriations level was accommodated within
our fiscally responsible budget resolution,
which returned the budget to balance by 2012.

MAJORITY LEADER HOYER’S ADDRESS AT THE
NATIONAL PRESS CLUB: FIGHTING FOR AMER-
ICA’S FUTURE

SEPT. 28.—I first want to thank Alan
Greenspan for putting the issue of fiscal re-
sponsibility back on the political map. This
is a very healthy development, even though
it embarrasses the Administration.

In his new book, the former Federal Re-
serve Board Chairman writes: ‘““Most trou-
bling to me was the readiness of both [the
Republican-controlled] Congress and the Ad-
ministration to abandon fiscal discipline.”
And this: ‘“‘Deficits don’t matter,” to my
chagrin became part of the Republicans’
rhetoric. . . . Deficits must matter.”

I was tempted to come here and deliver the
shortest speech of my professional life. Eight
words in all. ‘“Chairman Greenspan is cor-
rect. Are there any questions?”’

But the bar is higher today. So, I intend to
convince you of four main points: First, this
Administration has pursued the most fis-
cally irresponsible policies in American his-
tory.

Second, the Democratic Party is the party
of fiscal responsibility today—which is a
very under-reported story.

Third, the President needs to put down his
veto pen and pick up the telephone. Our dif-
ferences on funding levels for domestic ap-
propriations for Fiscal Year 2008—which be-
gins on Monday—are relatively minor. We
need to work out those differences, rather
than engage in political posturing.

And finally, we must not allow our dis-
agreement on appropriations to distract us
from the ominous, long-term fiscal chal-
lenges that confront our nation. The United
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States of America is on an unsustainable fis-
cal path—and the longer we wait to address
our challenges, the more difficult it will be
to avert a fiscal crisis.

THE REPUBLICANS’ FISCAL TRAIN WRECK

There’s no other way to say it, the Repub-
licans’ fiscal record is like a decades-long
train wreck. For 18 of the 26 years that I
have served in Congress, a Republican has
occupied the White House.

And, in every single year of those Repub-
lican Administrations, the federal govern-
ment ran a budget deficit. The cumulative
deficits under Presidents Reagan, George
Herbert Walker Bush, and George W. Bush
total more than $4.1 trillion.

In contrast, the Clinton Administration
had a cumulative surplus of nearly $63 bil-
lion over eight years. Under President Clin-
ton’s stewardship, the federal government
reduced the deficits he inherited and re-
corded four consecutive surpluses—the first
time that had happened in 70 years.

So, forgive me for dismissing the Repub-
lican Party’s claim that it is fiscally respon-
sible.

Forgive me for rejecting the Republicans’
repeated assertion that supply-side tax cuts
pay for themselves—an assertion that has
been challenged by the Treasury Depart-
ment, the Congressional Budget Office, and
the current Chairman of the Federal Re-
serve, who told the Senate in 2005: “‘I think
it’s unusual for a tax cut to completely off-
set the revenue loss.”

In fact, revenues have grown by just 3.6
percent since the President’s 2001 tax cut
was enacted—less than half the 8.4 percent
annual growth during the Clinton Adminis-
tration.

And forgive me for being somewhat amused
by the Administration’s defensive push-back
on Alan Greenspan’s recent comments.

The President claimed last week that his
fiscal record is ‘‘admirable and good.”” Does
he really believe this? He came to office in-
heriting a projected 10-year budget surplus of
$5.6 trillion, and proclaimed, ‘“We can pro-
ceed with tax relief without fear of budget
deficits, even if the economy softens.”

But then, the Republican-controlled Con-
gress passed and the President signed the
largest tax cuts in a generation—tax cuts
disproportionately skewed toward the
wealthiest citizens—while increasing spend-
ing at a rate (7.1 percent) nearly twice that
of the Clinton Administration.

As predicted, these irresponsible policies
turned surpluses into massive deficits: $158
billion in Fiscal 2002, $378 billion in Fiscal
2003, $413 billion in Fiscal 2004, $319 billion in
Fiscal 2005, and $248 billion in Fiscal 2006.

On Sunday, when we close the books on
Fiscal 2007, we’ll record another $158 billion
deficit. The President will crow that he is re-
ducing the deficit, ignoring the fact that, but
for his policies, we would not even have defi-
cits. And consider: The Administration pro-
jected a budget surplus of $573 billion this
year when it took office. So, Fiscal 2007 real-
ly represents a swing of three-quarters of a
trillion dollars, virtually all of it the result
of policies enacted by a Republican Congress
and signed by President Bush.

The exploding national debt is equally dis-
turbing. Today, the debt stands at more than
$9 trillion, a 56-percent increase (or $3.3 tril-
lion) under President Bush. That’s $29,728 for
every man, woman and child in our nation.

All these figures can be mind-numbing. So,
let’s put them in perspective:

In 2007, the interest payments on the na-
tional debt—the fastest growing major cat-
egory of spending in the budget—are a pro-
jected $235 billion. That’s more than Con-
gress appropriates in discretionary spending
for any government department or agency
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other than Defense. It’s four times more
than we spend on education, and seven times
more than we spend on the Department of
Homeland Security.

In other words, these interest payments—
which increasingly are paid to foreign gov-
ernments that hold our debt—cannot be used
to build roads and bridges; to invest in re-
search and development; to improve edu-
cation, to protect our nation, or, yes, to pro-
vide tax relief.

The Republicans’ record of fiscal irrespon-
sibility speaks for itself. As Republican Con-
gressman Jeff Flake of Arizona said last
year: ‘“Whether we want to admit it or not,
the Republican Congress’s failure to dis-
cipline itself is sending us all down a flower-
strewn path to fiscal insolvency.”

DEMOCRATIC MAJORITIES WORK TO RESTORE

FISCAL DISCIPLINE

The truth is, Democrats are the party of
fiscal discipline in Washington today.

In one of our first acts after regaining the
Majority, we reinstated the pay-as-you-go
budget rules (or PAYGO) that are widely
credited with producing record budget sur-
pluses during the Clinton Administration. In
a nutshell, PAYGO means the federal gov-
ernment must offset tax cuts or spending in-
creases elsewhere in the budget. It’s a com-
mon-sense rule that millions of American
families apply to their own personal budgets.

Adopted on a bipartisan basis in the 1990s,
PAYGO was even rhetorically supported by
President Bush in his first three budgets—al-
though he exempted his 2001 tax cuts from
the rule and Republicans allowed it to expire
in 2002.

The President’s new Director of OMB,
former Budget Committee Chairman Jim
Nussle—who supported PAYGO in the ‘90s—
later had a change of heart, explaining: ‘“We
don’t believe you should have to pay for tax
cuts.”

And so Republicans didn’t. They just kept
on billing the costs of tax cuts and spending
increases to future generations through
higher deficits.

Today, Democrats are fighting to restore
the fiscal discipline that has been sorely
lacking since 2001. Why? Because we believe
deficits and spiraling debt threaten our fu-
ture prosperity and national security. And
because we believe that it is simply immoral
to force our children and grandchildren to
pay this generation’s bills.

That’s why we passed a budget for Fiscal
2008 that would bring the budget back to bal-
ance by 2012. Last year, the Republican Con-
gress failed to even pass a budget.

And, that’s why we have honored our com-
mitment to PAYGO. We have not violated
the PAYGO rule once in the approximately
30 bills with direct spending or revenue pro-
visions of more than $1 million, as will be de-
tailed in a report next week by John Spratt,
Chairman of the House Budget Committee.

If you examine the four major House bills
with mandatory spending increases—chil-
dren’s health insurance, the farm bill, higher
education and energy—you’ll see that ap-
proximately 80 percent of the spending in-
creases have been financed by spending cuts.

For all their talk about being tough on
spending, our Republican friends in the
House actually have opposed the spending
cuts that we have put forward. House Demo-
crats, for instance, paid for our SCHIP bill
by, among other things, cutting subsidies for
insurers—cuts Republicans opposed. We have
made the tough decisions with respect to
spending priorities that Republicans never
made when they were in power.

And, as we enter the final stages of this
session of Congress, I want to make one
thing clear: The House will not waive
PAYGO for any tax cuts or entitlement
spending increases that are not offset.
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Today, we are examining different pro-
posals to permanently reform the alternative
minimum tax, as well as a temporary AMT
fix that would be offset by closing tax loop-
holes and cracking down on special interest
tax breaks. In either case, simply waiving
PAYGO is not an option—even if some mem-
bers of the other body prefer that we do so.

THE CURRENT APPROPRIATIONS FIGHT IN
CONTEXT

Now let me focus on the current disagree-
ment between Democrats in Congress and
the Administration over domestic appropria-
tions. Don’t be fooled. This is not a fight
about spending. This is a fight about our pri-
orities as a nation—and about the Adminis-
tration’s desire to posture for its base.

Let me say, I am not pleased that we have
not completed our appropriations work on
time. The Administration’s unjustified veto
threats have only impeded our progress.
Nonetheless, we have passed a continuing
resolution to ensure that our government is
funded and functioning, and to give us time
to work out our differences.

But the bottom line is, the Administration
is itching to instigate an appropriations
fight with Congress in a vain effort to estab-
lish its bona fides with its conservative base.

After failing to veto even one appropria-
tions bill or other legislation that substan-
tially added to the deficit during his first six
years in office, the President is now threat-
ening to veto eight of the 12 annual spending
bills for Fiscal 2008 over a total of $23 billion.

There is no question that $23 billion is a
lot of money. However, let’s put it in per-
spective: $23 billion is about eight-tenths of
1 percent of a total federal budget of nearly
$3 trillion.

Twenty-three billion dollars is not quite
half of the $42 billion in additional funding
for Iraq that the Administration requested
on Wednesday, and about 12 percent of the
Administration’s total request of $190 billion
for the war for 2008—a war the White House
estimated would have a total cost of $60 bil-
lion.

The truth is, $16 billion of the $23 billion
that Democrats are fighting for would sim-
ply restore cuts proposed by the President to
key programs—a 50-percent cut in vocational
education; the elimination of student aid
other than work study and Pell Grants; and
deep cuts in medical research, law enforce-
ment grants and rural health programs, to
name a few.

This is a fight about whether we ade-
quately fund No Child Left Behind, special
education, medical research, Head Start,
clean water programs, public safety, and ap-
propriate health care for our veterans and
men and women in uniform.

Please, Mr. President, do not lecture us
about fiscal responsibility. And please, do
not tell us that we cannot find funding to in-
vest in our children, our infrastructure, and
our future when you are proposing to spend
another $190 billion on the war in Iraq.

Democrats believe the President’s prior-
ities are deeply misguided, and not supported
by the American people. We believe, in this
appropriations fight, the President is playing
politics, pure and simple.

If you doubt that, just consider that fund-
ing for non-defense appropriations in 2008
(when adjusted for inflation and population
growth) is actually below the funding levels
passed by the Republican Congress and
signed by the President for Fiscal 2002, 2003,
2004 and 2005.

I know that Chairman David Obey remains
hopeful that in the next few weeks the Con-
gressional leadership and White House will
sit down and negotiate a reasonable agree-
ment on funding levels.

But as the rhetoric heats up, ask yourself:
If the President is really fiscally conserv-
ative, why didn’t he veto one appropriations
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bill in six years? Why didn’t he veto the cor-
porate tax bill in 2004—a bloated bill that
doled out $139 billion in corporate welfare
when all that was needed was a $5 billion tax
fix to put us in compliance with our trade
agreements?

We Democrats are going to fight for the
priorities of the American people. The Presi-
dent should not try to rehabilitate his fiscal
record by vetoing responsible appropriations
bills—or, for that matter, the bipartisan
children’s health insurance bill.

OUR LONG-TERM FISCAL CHALLENGES

Finally, let me say that as important as
this disagreement over appropriations is, we
must not be distracted from the long-term
fiscal challenges that face our nation. Fiscal
responsibility is not some virtue that exists
in a vacuum. It’s vital to our future.

As Bob Bixby of the Concord Coalition
points out: ‘“The basic facts [of our fiscal
challenges] are a matter of arithmetic, not
ideology. Two factors stand out: demo-
graphics and health care costs.”

With the imminent retirement of 78 mil-
lion Baby Boomers, and the attendant de-
mands on Social Security and Medicare, we
are on the cusp of a fiscal tsunami that
threatens to drown our nation in a sea of red
ink.

Over the next quarter century, the number
of Americans 65 and older will nearly dou-
ble—from 12 percent of the population today
to 20 percent.

Medicare and Medicaid will grow by nearly
five times as a share of the economy by 2050,
if we assume the growth of health care costs
does not slow. And these progra